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This special issue features the revised papers presented 

at the International Workshop organized by Professor 

Miyoko Tsujimura’s research project entitled “Gender 

Equality Policies and Challenges in Asian Countries” 

of the Global COE Program, and Associate Professor 

Fumiko Sawae’s JSPS project entitled “Taking Islamism 

into the Conception of the Public Sphere”. This timely 

collaboration furthered the mandates and objectives of 

both research networks.

The International Workshop “Dynamism of Gender 

Politics in Contemporary Muslim Societies” was held on 

17 October, 2010 at Tohoku University. The workshop 

aimed at discussing how contemporary Muslim societies 

have been experiencing globalization in terms of gender.

Gender in Muslim societies is quite an interesting 

field. Students of gender studies discuss gender as a socio-

cultural construction. By doing so, they can find a room 

for negotiation and change. Thus, gender related problems 

need to be understood by considering historical, socio-

economic, political and religio-cultural contexts of a 

society concerned. Interestingly enough, however, once 

Muslim societies become a subject, argument tends to be 

based on the presumption that Islam is unchanging, totally 

alien from modernity, and immune from the influence of 

globalization. This presumption is apparently conducive to 

a notorious binary approach which juxtaposes Islam and 

the West, and associates the former with evil, and the latter 

with superiority and good.

In order to overcome this reified image of Islam, 

the workshop focused on dynamism of gender relations 

in Muslim societies in terms of interactions between 

international gender regimes and the responses by states, 

and the resultant reflections into politics, employment 

and career, education, and legal systems. The workshop 

featured three papers dealing with Muslim states 

characterized by different regimes in terms of Islam, 

gender, and politics: Turkey, a secularist state that 

abolished the Sharia-based legal system; Egypt, a country 

employing the Islamic personal status law along with 

secular laws for other fields of social life; and Iran, an 

Islamic republic which itself is a unique combination of 

Islamic norms and a modern polity modeled after France.

In this special issue of the GEMC journal we are 

delighted to publish a collection of these papers provided 

by the distinguished presenters and commentator of this 

workshop. The paper on the subject of Egypt kindly 

submitted by the distinguished Professor Amira El-Azhary 

Sonbol from Georgetown University is not included in 

this special issue due to its publication in another journal. 

It is therefore that I would like to add a few words about 

Professor Sonbol’s important contribution to the workshop. 

In her paper entitled “Codifying the Family: The Shari’a 

and Nineteenth Century Legal Reforms”, Professor 

Sonbol illuminated how the codification of Sharia-based 

Egyptian personal status law had been exposed to the 

influence of the Victorian gender norms as a superior norm 

construct against the Islamic norms at the beginning of 

the modern era. It is, therefore, not enough to look at the 

last few decades of global interaction and consequential 

conflicts between the Western and the Islamic modernity 

by employing a binary framework. Interaction has started 

more than a century ago; and interestingly enough, what 

the contemporary conservative Islamists are keen about to 

protect is indeed the product of some sort of Westernizing 

reform that has evolved since the mid 19th century. By 

historicizing and being conscious of the constructedness 

and embeddedness of the Islamic, it seems possible to find 

a clue to shun othering the Islamic.

As the coordinator of this workshop I am delighted 

that we were able to share with this special issue the 
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important results generated in our workshop’s discussions. 

Finally but most importantly, I would like to express 

my gratitude to all the distinguished foreign presenters 

including Professor Sonbol, as well as the commentators 

and participants for their contributions and participation in 

this workshop.
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